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Muammar Khadafy's
plot against neighbor-
ing Sudan risked the
lives of American

CIA,
. President _

process, -
- With the ~President
" himself in co
| ad rs agreed that the:
| dispatch
radar planes to Egypt
to monitor the

ous situation could not:

’ beﬁ.'honeltly dexpla!ned
without - endangering
the U.S, agents. That is
* why, during his Feb. 16

press. conference, Rea- '
‘gan ‘himself * seemed

completely in the dark
and paased off the shift

"of the AWACS as “ngt an

. unusual ha
When the real story

" ' was leaked (probably:

by Pentagon officials),
. the President's - first
wWOIrry . was that
Khadafy would retali-
- ate by finding the real

an inthe

of US. AWACS
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THE LEAK by unknown
administration officials
of Libyan strongman

‘or pseudo US.
- and order them
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agenta|
nts

L et e e

R

.
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/15 : CIA_RDP_Q_Q:QQQS%ROO(EOM20070_3

ies

| ;THEPOPE PLOT

Reagan also knew thatj:A. TOP-secret . State

" -the press would ridicule =

him for the apparent ig-: ‘Italian
mm“h,:;’;phm"fttrluto make amends

government

his press conference. = -=, !cl»‘r :‘eel:nngbpm_n_&
’ © - —=~=- skepticlsm by profess- . v el-
T ing what one official _li8encCe authorities in

. by the Reagan
" tration” In the continu- -

termed “great interest
adminis-

i

*ing probe ‘of .possible "
" Soviet complicity in the 1

attempted . assassina-

g'g?n‘ of Pope John Paul

:that the
operating as an individ-

-ual, not as part of a-con-

}

‘message’ to. the -

‘spiracy. . -

That erroneous view
has now . been trans-
formed at the top of the
CIA, which has
giving. discreet help to
Italian police and inte)-

their investigation. The
message .to Italy's gov-
ernment was a between-
the-lines .cheer. for the
findings thus far and a
hope of more to come.
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